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RI 2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development 
over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI 3
Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 
how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or 
events).

RI 8
Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims.

RI 10
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–
8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range.

W 1

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using 
accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented.
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W 2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what's to follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/ effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples.
c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented.

W 3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing  context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence 
and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events.

W 4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
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SL 1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, 
text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals 
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and 
comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back 
on topic as needed.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, 
modify their own views.

SL 2
Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a 
topic, text, or issue under study.

SL 3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness 
of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

SL 4
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 
manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

L 6
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

RST 4
Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words 
and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant 
to grades 6-8 texts and topics.

RST 8 Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment based on research findings, and 
speculation in a text.



Common Core ELA Grade 7  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.7

D
om

ai
n

St
an

da
rd

Description

Fa
lla

cy
 D

et
ec

to
rs

A 
St

at
is

tic
al

 O
dy

ss
ey

So
ci

al
 M

ed
ia

 S
im

ul
at

or

Lo
gi

ca
l F

al
la

ci
es

 
W

or
ks

he
et

s 
an

d 
Le

ss
on

 
Pl

an
s

A 
St

at
is

tic
al

 O
dy

ss
ey

 
Le

ss
on

 P
la

ns
 a

nd
 

W
or

ks
he

et
s

M
id

dl
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 

W
or

ks
he

et
s 

an
d 

Le
ss

on
 

Pl
an

s

Th
e 

La
ng

ua
ge

 o
f 

Sc
ie

nc
e 

W
or

ks
he

et
s

WHST 1

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.
a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and 
evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible 
sources.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented.

WHST 2

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving 
purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples.
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented.

WHST 4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

WHST 9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.


